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INTRODUCTION 


Beauty is in the eye of the beholder, so the saying goes. It's 
ugly yet beautiful! I am sure I am speaking for a 
multitude of people when I describe the McDonnell- 
Douglas F-4 Phantom as just that 

The Phantom II, to give it its correct company desig- 
nation, was developed as a long range all-weather fighter 
for the US Navy, and first flew as long ago as 27 May 1958. 
First deliveries of the F-4A were to the Naval Air Test 
Center (NATC) at Patuxent River, who conducted carrier 
suitability trials aboard the USS Independence in February 
960. The first batch of production aircraft for squadron 
service, designated F-4B, were delivered to Miramar for 
VF-121, the US Navy training squadron for the Phantom 
units operating with the Pacific Fleet. VF-101 at Oceana 
quickly followed suit for the Atlantic Fleet. In 1961 the first 
operational tours at sea were carried out by VF-74 on the 


USS Saratoga and VF-114 on the USS Kittyhawk. The 
following year the US Marine Corps formed their first 
Phantom squadron, VMFA-314, at El Toro, soon to be 
followed by VMFA-531 at Beaufort on the East coast. 
About this time the US Air Force woke up to the fact that 
the Navy had an aeroplane which had a better radar, 
could fly faster, further, and carry a larger weapon load 
than any tactical aircraft in the Air Force inventory. The 
USAF quickly ordered a total of 583 F-4C variants, though 


Below: XT852 is the first of two YF-4M aircraft built, and these 
two machines have been used exclusively for trials purposes for 
the Phantom in RAF service. At the time of writing, both are still 
in use with the British Aerospace trials fleet at RAF Scampton. 
This shot of 852 was taken in 1985 at Scampton. Note that the 
aircraft retains the old colour scheme of gloss camouflage and 
red/white/blue roundels. 


whilst avvaiting delivery, thirty USN F-4Bs were taken on 
loan to train the first crevvs at McDill AFB, Florida. In 
1963 the RF-4C reconnaissance version vvas ordered, and 
a total of 503 were built. The RF-4C is still the USAF's 
primary tactical reconnaissance aircraft today. The Marine 
Corps also required a recce version of the Phantom, and a 
total of forty-six RF-4Bs were delivered to three squadrons. 
The next variant from the St. Louis production line was the 
F-4D for the USAF, which featured improved avionics and 
first flew in late 1965. 

The Navy was the recipient of the F-4J which first flew in 
1966, and the type was also delivered to the Marines. A 
total of 502 were built, with production ending in 1972. In 
1967 the most prolific variant, the F-4E, was introduced 
into USAF service, and a total of 1,397 were built, including 
export machines. The E model was a considerable 


improvement on the C and D models, and featured 
leading'edge slats for improved manoeuvrability, as well 
as an internally nose mounted M61A Vulcan cannon. 
Other air arms soon began to realize the Phantom's 
potential. The Imperial Iranian Air Force (as it was then 
known) became the largest operator of the Phantom 
outside the US when it received a total of 225 aircraft, 
including the F-4D, F-4E and RF-4E. At about the same 
time the Republic of Korea Air Force received eighteen 
ex-USAF aircraft during a period of tension with North 


Below: F-4K XT597 has spent all its life with the A&AEE at 
Boscombe Down. Its attractive ‘raspberry ripple’ paint scheme 
has been augmented by decals commemorating the 25th 
anniversary of the Phantom at the 1983 International Air Tattoo at 
Greenham Common. 


orea. A further batch of F-4Ds, as well as new-build 
F-4Es (the final batch to be built by McDonnell-Douglas) 
soon followed 

Im the United Kingdom the Phantom arrived in two 
variants: the F-4K was for both the Royal Navy and Royal 
Air Force, whilst the F-4M was solely for the Royal Air 
orce. 

After considerable political debate in the USA, two davs 
after Christmas in 1967 it was announced that Israel was to 
be permitted to have fiftv F-4Es. Over the vears the 
Phantom has been verv successful with the Israeli Air 
Force, with many kills to its credit. Due to war attrition the 
USAF has topped up the Israeli Air Force over the vears, 
and it is believed that a total of 204 F-4Es and twelve 
RF-4Es have been received. 

Australia was a short term operator of the Phantom. Due 


Above: In Roval Air Force Germanv the F-4M succeeded 
the popular Lightning in the air defence role, equipping 19 and 
92 Squadrons. XV491 'L' of the former unit in the old grey/green 
camouflage is seen here landing at its Wildenrath base. 


to problems with the F-111Cs on order, twentv-four F-4Es 
were leased and proved popular with the Aussie crews 
who flew them. One was lost in a crash and the remainder 
returned to the USAF after two-and-a-half vears of service 
'down under' 

In 1968 Japan ordered the mightv Phantom. The first four 
were built by McDonnell-Douglas, and the next eleven 
were supplied in kit form. The remaining 125 F-4EJs were 
manufactured by Mitsubishi, including the last Phantom 
ever built. The Japanese also received fourteen RF-4EJ 
reconnaissance aircraft. 


In Europe the Phantom began to appear in numbers. 
The Federal German Luftwaffe ordered eighty-eigtht 
RF-4Es, to be follovved later by 175 F-4Fs. The F model is 
almost identical to the F-4E, and although at the time the 
Germans wanted it as a single seat fighter, it was 
eventually delivered in standard form. Spain took delivery 
of a total of forty F-4Cs and four RF-4Cs surplus to USAF 
requirements, though these have now been replaced by 
the F-18. 

On NATO's southern flank, both Greece and Turkey are 
Phantom operators. Greece received fifty-six F-4Es and 
eight RF-4Es, and surplus USAF aircraft are expected to 
be added to the fleet. Turkey took delivery of an initial 
batch of seventy-two F-4Es and eight RF-4Es. However, 
they have since added over seventy former USAF aircraft, 
and it is expected others will follow. 


The last country to become a member of the Phantom 
club was Egypt in 1979. It is no secret that the Egyptians 
were impressed by the Israeli Phantoms which fought 
against them, and thirty-five former USAF aircraft were 
supplied to them. 

Over the years, McDonnell-Douglas has been con- 
tinually striving to improve the Phantom, and the US 
Forces have been quick to take advantage of this. An 
updated version of the F-4B first flew in 1972, with 
improvements in the avionics, including datalink. This 


Below: A Wildenrath based machine was the first aircraft to be 
painted in the air defence ‘Barley grey paint scheme. All RAF 
Phantoms are now painted in this scheme, which is very effective 
at high level and against clouds, as can be seen in this shot of 
XV430 C of 19 Squadron. (lan Black) 


variant vvas the F-4N, and a total of 228 vvere converted 
from F-4Bs. hikewise, the F-4J was upgraded to include 
leading edge slats, nevv radar and longer fatigue life. It 
also introduced smokeless engines — a phenomenon at 
the time for non-Rolls-Royce powered Phantoms. It is 
understood that 248 were converted to this F-4S standard, 
mosly for the USMC. Many a Marine Corps pilot will tell 
you that the S model is the best Phantom of them all. The 
USAF introduced the F-4G ‘Wild Weasel’, 116 of which 
were converted from the F-4E for SAM suppression. The 
nose mounted cannon has been deleted and highly 
classified electronic sensors and jammers have replaced 
it. 

For the future, Israeli Aircraft Industries have already 
proposed their Super Phantom which was displayed at the 
Paris Air Show in 1987. VVhat is certain is that of the 5,201 
Phantoms built, a fair number will still be in service at the 
turn of the century, possibly in places as far apart as 


| 


Guatemala and Ghana, replacing ageing aircraft serving 
in those countries today. 


Robbie Shaw 
December 1988 


Below: After the success of ‘Operation Corporate’ — the 
recapture of the Falkland Islands — the RAF deployed Phantoms 
to Stanley airfield for air defence. However, due to the short 
runway, all landings had to be made with the aid of arrestor 
cables. XV423 'D' of 23 Squadron was photographed a fraction of 
a second before successfully engaging the cable. (Tony Dixon) 


F Phantom Variants 


Phantom vvas delivered to the RAF in two versions, the F-4K and F-4M, 
ch were given the RAF designations Phantom FG] and FGR2 respectively. 
FG] has equipped numbers 43 and 111 Squadrons in the air defence role 
F-4M was employed in the strike/attack and reconnaissance roles until 
aced by the Jaguar, when it was transferred to the air defence role. It was 
duced into service by 64 Sqn 228 OCU, and then went on to equip 
bers 2, 6, 14, 17, 19, 23, 29, 31, 41, 54, 56, 92 and 111 Squadrons. The last 
tioned unit then took over the F-4Ks relinquished by the Royal Navy. In 
tion, 74 Squadron operates the F-4J, fifteen of which were taken on 
ge from surplus USMC stocks in 1984. Lastly, 1435 Flight was activated on 
vember 1988 and operates the F-4M from Mount Pleasant airfield in the 
land Islands. 

i the time of writing, numbers 19, 43, 56, 64, 74, 92 and 111 Squadrons still 
rate the Phantom, in addition to 1435 Flight 


nous page: RAF Phantom units deploy to the armament 
tice camp in Akrotiri annually. On recovery to the Cyprus 
>, XV464 'B' of 56 Squadron formates with a 23 Squadron 
hine, both of which were Wattisham based at the time. (Keith 
vell) 


osite: A flight of three 23 Squadron aircraft at low level over 
a on recovery to Stanley. XV466 'E' is nearest the camera 
on) 


vv: F-4M XV484 'C' of 29 Squadron taxies clear of the runway 
Jlconbury with the brake chute still attached. Phantoms 
ly land without the aid of a brake parachute. This aircraft is 
carrying drop tanks as it has just landed from a DACT sortie 
nst USAF ‘aggressor’ F-SE aircraft 


Opposite: XV438 'Y' of 29 Squadron formates alongside a VC-10 
tanker. The RVVR (Radar VVarning Receiver) on the top of the fin, 
which is peculiar to British Phantoms, is clearly visible. 29 
Squadron have since converted to the Tornado F3 


Below: Roaring down the Coningsby runway in full afterburner is 
XV409 'A' of 29 Squadron. In addition to its wing tanks, it is also 
carrying a centre-line fuel tank for a transit to Akrotiri in Cyprus 


Opposite: 43 Squadron F-4K XV571 'A' liberally applied with the 
unit's black and white checks. 


Below: With brake ‘chute out, XV567 'Al of 43 Squadron 
decelerates after landing at its Leuchars base. The unit has the 
distinction of carrying out more intercepts of Soviet aircraft than 
any other unit in the world. Phantoms from Leuchars are 
scrambled three to four times weekly, primarily against Bears 
probing UK air defences. 


Overleaf: A trio of 43 Squadron Phantoms en-route to rendezvous 
with a VC-10 tanker. Although 43 is an F-4K unit, the aircraft 
nearest the camera is an F-4M. During 1988 both 43 and 111 
Squadrons topped up their complement with a few F-4Ms. 

(Peter Foster) 
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Opposite: F-4M XV424 of 56 Squadron wearing the special 
markings to commemorate the anniversary of the first trans- 
atlantic crossing by Alcock and Brown. It is seen departing 
Greenham Common where it was a star attraction of the static 
display at the 1979 International Air Tattoo. 


Below: XV500 was the penultimate F-4M to be delivered to the 
RAF. One can almost smell the burning rubber from the tyres as 
it lands at Wildenrath from its Wattisham base. The distinctive 
red and white checks on the intake and the phoenix on the fin 
identify it as belonging to 56 ‘Firebirds’ Squadron. 


Overleaf: XV428 CC of 64 Squadron shows his undersides as he 
breaks away from the aircraft the author was flying in. It was 
flown by Flight Lieutenants Chris Lackman and Jack Thompson 
who were tragically killed two days later flying the same aircraft 


Opposite: Blasting off Brawdy's runway 02 in full afterburner is 56 
Squadron F-4M XV494 'M' Note the red and white checks on the 
RWR. 


Below: RAF units are rarely permitted to adopt the colourful and 
non-standard markings, such as the shark's teeth, frequently 
seen on USAF aircraft in Vietnam. F-4M XT901 of 56 Squadron 
was one of the few exceptions. The aggressive looking shark's 
teeth appear tailor-made for the grey Phantom. 
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Opposite: 64 Squadron F-4M XT900 'CO' pulling into a vertical 
climb during a one versus one training sortie over the North Sea. 


Below: Over the Firth of Tay and heading for home. XT900 'CO' 
of 64 Squadron on recovery to Leuchars. 


Opposite: A pair of 64 Squadron aircraft returning to base after 
an air combat training sortie. 


Below: With afterburners glowing in the fading light of a 
Leuchars winter day, XT910 'CJ commences its take-off run. This 
aircraft was the first F-4M the author flew in. 


Overleaf: A trio of F-4Js from 74 'Tiger Squadron approach a 
Tristar tanker of 216 Squadron from astern and below. 


Opposite: After the Falkland Islands were recaptured, Phantoms 
were sent down south to provide air defence for the Islands. This 
in turn left a gap in the UK air defences. To fill this gap the RAF 
purchased fifteen ex-USMC F-4Js to equip the newly reformed 
74 ‘Tiger’ Squadron at Wattisham. A pair of the unit's aircraft are 
seen on a high level transit to Wales. 


Below: Dusk fades and darkness approaches as 74 Squadron's 
ZE361 P' is seen in a gentle bank over the North Sea on a 
day/night training sortie. This aircraft has the distinction of being 
the first Phantom the author had the privilege to fly in, back in 
1985. At that time the aircraft carried the name 'Mulvaneys 
Missile’ 一 the significance is not known. 
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Overleaf. Burners burners gol The glovv of the afterburners is 
very effective in this twilight shot of ZE361 P taken over the 
North Sea. Due to the failing light, this photograph was taken at 
an eighth of a second on Kodachrome 64 film. A real lucky shot, I 
guess. 


Opposite: A pair of F-4Js in an almost vertical climb. 


Below: 74 Squadron have, without a doubt, the most photogenic 
Phantoms in the RAF. The gear is starting to retract as this pair 
depart Leuchars. 
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Overleaf: Two 92 Squadron aircraft seen at medium level over 
Germany on recovery to Wildenrath. (Peter Foster) 


Opposite: Going up! ZE361 'P in an almost vertical climb, 
illuminated by the last dusky rays of the setting sun. 


Below: XV412 'X' of 92 ‘East India’ Squadron from Wildenrath 
lands at nearby Bruggen. The colourful squadron red and yellow 
checks, and cobra badge, stand out well on the old camouflage 
scheme. 


Opposite: The Royal Navy operated F-4Rs from HMS Ark Royal 
until its retirement, whereupon the aircraft were transferred to 
the RAF. The Navy training unit was initially 767 Squadron at 
Yeovilton, then became the POCU at Leuchars, where the sole 
operational unit, 892 Squadron, was then based. In this photograph 
XV567 is poised ready for a catapult launch from the Ark in 
typical, murky, North Sea weather. (Alistair Robertson) 


Below: On display for the 92 Squadron open day is XV498 'U, 
wearing a blue fin to denote the squadron commander's aircraft 
(Heribert Mennen) 


Opposite: The outsized roundels and rudder markings vvere 
specially painted on XT863 'G' as 111 Squadron's contribution to 
the Phantom meet at the International Air Tattoo at Greenham 
Common in 1983. 


Below: 111 is the highest number plate allocated to an RAF 
Phantom squadron, and is the second unit to fly the F-4K from 
Leuchars. Once again the old grey/green camouflage shows up 
the superb squadron markings on XV584 'F', as it taxies across 
the main runway at Brawdy. The aircraft is in an unusual 
configuration, with baggage pods on the inboard pylons and no 
external fuel tanks. 


Opposite: The magnificent markings on 111 Squadron's XV574 Z 
can be matched only by 74 Squadron, in my opinion. VVhat a pity 


all the unit's aircraft aren't painted like this. (Peter Foster) 


Below: I suppose it was only a matter of time before civilian 
Phantoms became a reality. Since 1986, Flight Systems have 
operated two ex-USAF F-4Cs from Mojave, California. Seen here 
is N402FS, which is ex-USAF 63-7567. 
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he F-4C 


though designed as a naval fighter-bomber to operate from carriers, the 
SAF quickly realized the potential of this McDonnell-Douglas fighting 
achine, and became the largest operator of Phantoms. 


posite: The sheer power of the mighty Phantom is evident in 
s evocative shot of 68-0565 AR' from the Ist TRS 10 TRW. The 
otograph was taken during a flypast at an airshow at Duxford. 
je arrestor hook is in the down position. 


low: The F-4C has seen widespread service with Tactical Air 
mmand (TAC), particularly in Vietnam. Illustrated is the first 
oduction F-4C 63-7407 landing at RAF Brawdy, whilst on the 
ength of the 3246TW from Elgin AFB, Florida. 


Overleaf: A formation of three aircraft from the lst TRS 10 TRW 
seen in lovv visibility camouflage vvhilst en-route from their 
Alconbury base to Aviano in Italy. 


Opposite: Wearing the 'AD' tailcode of the 3246TW is F-4C 
64-0869 in the Vietnam style camouflage landing at Brawdy 


Below: The ‘HF’ tail code on F-4C 64-0840 identifies it as 
belonging to the 113 TFS Indiana ANG (Air National Guard) from 
Terre Haute. The aircraft was photographed at Alconbury whilst 
on a European deployment, and has since converted to the F-4E 
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he RF-4C 


he RF-4C Phantom is still the USAF's primary all-weather tactical reconn- 
issance aircraft. It currently equips thirteen squadrons, six of which are in the 
\NG. For battlefield recce the Phantom will go in fast, low and unarmed. The 
nformation from its nose mounted cameras can be transmitted to the 
attlefield commanders by datalink. 


)pposite: A considerable number of F-4Cs withdrawn from 
ervice have gained a new lease of life as Battle Damage Repair 
raining airframes at USAF bases throughout the world. Despite 
is immaculate appearance, 64-0707 formerly of the 171 FIS 

ichigan ANG, is one such machine and is located at Mildenhall. 


Overleaf: The ‘European l' lizard colour scheme is in stark 
ontrast to the brilliant blue skies behind, as RF-4C 68-0572 'ZZ' 
rom the 15 TRS 18 TFW banks away from the camera. (Peter Foster) 


3elow: At one time, the 10 TRW at Alconbury had three 
squadrons of RF-4Cs. 69-0369 'AR' from the Ist TRS taxies clear of 
he runway with its brake ‘chute deployed. The white high 
isibility tail codes date the picture to the early 1970s. 
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U.S. AIR FORCE. 


Opposite: Special tail marks have been applied to this RF-4C of 
the 15 TRS 18 TFVV, prior to its participation in the Reconnaissance 
Air Meet 1986. 


Below: The sole recce squadron in PACAF is the 15 TRS 18 TFVV 
at Kadena, Okinawa, which is where this photograph of 68-0551 
'ZZ was taken. The aircraft is wearing special tail markings for its 
participation in the Reconnaissance Air Meet 1986 (RAM '86) 
held at Bergstrom, Texas. 


Overleaf: ANG units make regular deployments to Europe, and 
Ilinois ANG's 170 TFS from Springfield deployed to RAF 
Finningley in 1982. It was on approach to this base that F-4D 66- 
7583 was photographed. 


Opposite: The Kadena based 15 TRS maintains a permanent 
detachment of eight aircraft at Osan Air Base, Korea, which is 
where 66-0446 'ZZ' was photographed landing. The ECM pod is 
clearly visible under the port wing. 


Below: The Air National Guard still operate six squadrons of 
RF-4Cs. The 165 TRS Kentucky ANG is one such unit. 68-0581 
‘KY’, with special rudder markings, was photographed at 
Alconbury whilst on deployment to Denmark. 


The F-4D 


The F-4D followed on from the F-4C and featured several improvements, 
orimarily in the avionics fit. The D model bore the brunt of combat in Vietnam, 
and is now in use solely with the Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve. 
The type has also been exported to Iran and Korea. 


Opposite: RF-4C 64-1009 'SW' seen wearing the personalized 
markings of the CO of the 9th Air Force, Tactical Air Command. 
The colourful fin tip markings denote the colour of each squadron 
within the wing, the 363 TFW. The 363rd used to be a 
reconnaissance wing until it exchanged three squadrons of 
RF-4C for the F-16. However, it retains one squadron of 
Phantoms, the 16 TRS. The radome is open for servicing the 
radar. 


Below: On a crisp clear January day in 1982, Spangdahlem-based 
F-4D 66-8768 ‘SP’ from the 23 TFS 52 TFW taxies clear of the 
Alconbury runway. The ‘towel rail’ antenna on the aircraft's spine 
is a LORAN aerial. 


Opposite: The Torrejon-based 401 TFW was initially equipped 
vvith the F-4E. Hovvever, at very short notice a number of the 
wing's aircraft were hurriedly transferred to the Israeli Air Force, 
who were at the time at war with Egypt. The wing subsequently 
took delivery of the F-4C, and later the F-4D, one of which, 66- 
8824 'TJ, is seen at Alconbury wearing the yellow fin tip of the 
613 TFS. The 401st now flies the F-16. 


Below: This photograph of 65-0705 UP' was taken as long ago as 
1975 at Yokota, Japan. The aircraft belongs to 80 TFS of the 
famous 8 TFW ‘Wolf Pack’, who at the time were combat 
veterans in Vietnam. The wing later adopted the appropriate 
tailcode ‘WP’, and currently fly the F-16 from Kunsan, Korea 
(Toshiki Kudo) 


he F-4E 


he F-4E model was built in more numbers than any other variant of the 
hantom, and featured many improvements over its predecessors. These 
iclude an integral nose mounted Vulcan cannon, and leading edge slats for 
nproved manoeuvrability. It is also the variant which captured the largest 
ice of the export market. 


)pposite: The prototype YF-4E 65-0713 coded ED still operates 
th the 6512TS AFFTC from Edwards AFB, California, which is 
yhere this photograph was taken. 


3elow: Most USAF F-4Es today are employed in the air defence 
ole, and 67-0224 of the 57 FIS was photographed whilst 
yarticipating in the Air Defence Weapons Meet at Tyndall AFB, 
"lorida. The 57th currently operates the F-15 Eagle, a type which 
1as replaced the Phantom in many air defence units, 
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Opposite: By the summer of 1989, the 36 TFS 51 TFW at Osan AB, 
Korea, will have converted from the F-4E to the F-16. 68-0329 OS' 
with its Osan tail code is illustrated here. 


Below: Undergoing a ‘last chance’ check by ground crew, 68- 


0349 'GU is from Taegu based 497 TFS, a component of Osan's 51 
TFW. 9 


Opposite: A pair of 36 TFS aircraft on lift-off from Osan's 9,000- 
foot runway. 


Below: The USAF's largest Phantom wing based outside the US is 
the 3 TFW at Clark AB in the Philippines. The wing comprises 
two squadrons, the 3 TFS with F-4Es and the 90 TFS with both E 
and G models. With patriotic fin tip markings, 3 TFS F-4E 71-1083 
'PN' suns itself on the Clark ramp. 


Overleaf Border patrol: a paii of P-4Es adorned with shark's 
teeth markings from Osan based 36 TFVV 51 TFW, south of the 
DMZ separating North and South Korea. 


Opposite: Up, up and over. Seen here inverted at the top of a 
loop is Osan-based F-4E 68-0330 OS of the 36 TFS 51 TFW. 


Below: Loaded with ordnance and an ECM pod, late build F-4E 
74-0644 ‘PN’ from the 3 TFS 3 TFW rotates from the Clark runway. 


Opposite: Phantom fanatics will remember its heyday in the 
1970s, when almost every USAFE wing operated the type. On 


take-off from its Ramstein base is 74-1648 'RS' of the 526 TFS 86 
TFVV. 


Below: To celebrate twenty-five years of the Phantom, the main 
theme at the 1983 International Air Tattoo at Greenham Common 
was a Phantom meet. The 86 TFVV at Ramstein sent specially 
painted F-4E 68-0480 'RS to the event 


he F-4G 


he ‘Wild Weasel’ F-4G is vital to the USAF. Modified from the F-4E, the 
Veasel is fitted with electronics and radar to detect radar emissions and, 
nce detected, to attack with weapons such as AGM-45 Shrike missiles and 
ptically guided bombs. The aircraft is easily distinguishable from the E by 
ie bullet antenna at the top of the fin, as well as the electronics mounted in 
je lengthened fairing, where the cannon would normally be on the E models. 
he type is in service with the 37 TFW at George AFB California, the 52 TFW 
i Spangdahlem in Germany and the 3 TFW at Clark in the Philippines. 


verleaf: F-4G 69-0250 ‘SP’ of the 81 TFS 52 TFW had just taken- 
ff from Alconbury for a DACT mission against the aggressor 
-SEs, hence the clean configuration instead of its normal 
ayload of ECM pods and Shrike missiles. 


jpposite: Spangdahlems 52 TFW once operated three 
juadrons of both F-4E and G models. The E has now been 
splaced by the F-16, and the wing is unique in its operation of 
e General Dynamics fighter alongside its ‘Wild Weasel’ 
hantoms. Illustrated is F-4E 74-1633 'SP' from the wing's 23 TFS 
n take-off from Sculthorpe in strong crosswinds. 


elow: The lizard camouflage pattern is somewhat compromised 
y the broad red band around the fuselage of F-4E 66-0295 'SJ'. 
he band denotes it as the aircraft assigned to the commander of 
ie 337 TFS 4 TFW. The aircraft was photographed at CFB Cold 
ake whilst participating in a Maple Flag exercise. 


Below: 81 TFS ‘Weasel’ 69-7293 taxies clear of the runway at 
Alconbury. With crash vehicles in attendance, it obviously has a 
problem of some sort. 


Opposite: ‘Wild Weasel’ 69-7588 minus unit markings on a 
delivery flight. 


Previous page: VVhen the F-4G was first delivered to the 52 TFVV, 
they vvere operated solely by the 81 TFS. However they are now 
flown by all three squadrons in the wing alongside the F-16. 81 
TFS aircraft 69-0247 ‘SP’ is seen here on take-off from Alconbury. 


Opposite: This photograph of three F-4Bs of VF-101 was taken in 
1963, soon after the squadron was established as the east coast 
training unit. (MeDonnell-Douglas) 


Below: Oniv fortv-six RF-4Bs were built, all for the USMC whose 
VMFP-3 operate from El Toro, California, which is where 157346 
'RF3l' was photographed. The squadron motto is ‘Eyes of the 
Corps’. 


Opposite: The F-4N vvas an improved version converted from the 
B, but is no longer in use. The last unit in front line service to 
operate it was VF-161 ‘Chargers’ from the USS Midway. One of 
the unit's aircraft, 150491 'NF100', is seen here on approach to 
Atsugi. (Toshiki Kudo) 


Below: The F-4S was born from a programme converting and 
improving the J model, and is reckoned by many to be the best 
variant of the Phantom. Before entering squadron service, the 
aircraft underwent evaluation by VX-4 ‘Evaluators’ at China Lake. 
Aircraft 155539, wearing the Playboy bunny on its attractive gloss 


black paint scheme, was photographed at an airshow at London, 
Ontario. (Duncan MacIntosh) 
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Overleaf The USS Midway was the last carrier to operate 
Phantoms in its air wing, and VF-151 ‘Fighting Vigilantes’ 
operated the F-4S alongside VF-161 until 1986 when it was 
replaced by the F-18, VF-151 aircraft 155852 'NF216' is seen here 
at rest on the Midway in Hong Kong harbour. (Arthur Payne) 
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Opposite: In a most unusual colour scheme, an F-4S from 
VMFA-32] ‘Hells Angels trails its brake 'chute at Shearwater. 


VMFA-321 is a Marine Corps reserve unit based at Andrews 
AFB, Maryland. 


Below: The F-4S is rapidly being replaced in Marine Corps 
service by the F-18. One unit to convert to the Hornet recently 
is VMFA-333 ‘Shamrocks’ at Beaufort, South Carolina. In its 


Phantom days, 153779 'DNIOl' was photographed at Cherry 
Point. 
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The German RF-4E 


All Federal German Luftwaffe Phantoms were initially painted in grey and 
brown camouflage. However, the RF-4E fleet has subsequently adopted a 
green camouflage scheme not unlike the USAF lizard pattern. A total of 
eighty-eight RF-4Es, basically an export version of the RF-4C, were 
delivered. They equip two wings: Aufklarungsgeschwader 51 and 52, located 
at Bremgarten and Leck respectively. Aufklarungsgeschwader translates to 
Reconnaissance Wing and is generally abbreviated to AKG. 


Opposite: RF-4E 35+52 over the North Sea in Danish airspace 


Below: Australia was a brief member of the Phantom club. Due to 
problems and delays with the General Dynamics F-111s on 
order, twenty-four F-4Es were taken on charge as a stop-gap 
measure. These were operated by numbers | and 6 Squadrons 
from Amberley, where 97212 was photographed. One aircraft 
was lost in a crash, and the remaining twenty-three were 
returned to the USA after two-and-a-half years service with the 
RAAF. (Author's collection) 


Opposite: RF-4E 35+29 photographed wearing the AKGSI owl 
insignia during the 1988 Tactical Air Meet at Baden-Sollingen. 
Note the national flag on the intake 


Below: After the signing of a peace accord with Israel, the US 
Government agreed to assist the Egyptian Air Force with its 
dernization programme. This included the delivery of thirty- 
five ex-USAF F-4Es to Cairo West Air Base. Photographed at that 
location is 67-0307 with Arabic numerals 7816 on the nose. 88 
Squadron is believed to be one of two units operating the type 
under the 222 Fighter Brigade. (Donald L Jay) 


Overleaf: An in-flight photograph of 38+58 of JBG35 i 
markings to celebrate the wing's anniversary. (Dietha 


attractive 


rberg) 


Opposite: Over the past few years, the Luftwaffe have had a 
penchant for painting aircraft in special markings. RF-4E 35 十 75 
from AKG51 wears distinctive markings, which include a stripe 
in the colours of the national flag around the ele and the 
blue and white Bavarian checks on the fin. (Heribert Mei 


Below: Seen here flaring for touchdown at Brawdy is ARG52 
RF-4E 35+66 with the photoflash cartridge doors open. 


he German F-4F 

ollowing the entry into service of the RF-4E, the Luftwaffe then ordered 

75 F-4Fs, which are basically identical to the F-4E. These aircraft equip 
o interceptor wings: Jagdgeschwader (JG) 71 and 74 at Wittmundhafen 

ind Neuburg respectively, and two fighter-bomber wings, Jagdbomber- 

yeschwader (JBG) 35 and 36 are located at Pferdsfeld and Hopsten. 


Opposite: Over the years the Luftwaffe tried out numerous 
amouflage patterns on its F-4Fs before settling on the scheme 
shown on 38+ 10 from JBG35. (Diethard Achterberg) 


3elow: This photograph shows aircraft 38+58 going over the top 
of a loop, revealing the wing insignia reproduced in mammoth 
size which takes up all of the undersurfaces of the aircraft. This is 
dainted on to celebrate the anniversary of JBG35. 

Diethard Achterberg) 
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Opposite: 38--06 of JBG35 over the snovv-covered Alps en route 
to Decimomannu. (Diethard Achterberg) 


Below: German F-4Fs have often been seen with coloured 
rudders or fins, and even patches on the spine. This is to aid 
identification during air combat training manoeuvres. 38-18 


from JBG35 wears an orange fin in this photograph 
(Diethard Achterberg) 


Overleaf: a pair of JBG35 aircraft in the old camouflage pattern, 
but with distinctive rudder and tail planes. (Diethard Achterberg) 
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Opposite: A pair of F-4Fs from JG74 over Sardinia on recovery to 
Decimomannu. The far aircraft is carrying a target dart under the 
port wing. (Diethard Achterberg) 


Below: Another anniversary special paint scheme, this time of 
JG74 'Mólders' aircraft 37+52. (Heribert Mennen) 


Opposite: As dusk rapidly approaches, 37+93 of JBG36 blasts 
down the Bruggen runway for a return flight to Hopsten 


Below: The Hellenic Air Force operates eight RF-4Es under 348 
Mira (Squadron) 110 Pterighe (Wing), and until 1988 they flew 
alongside the ageing RF-84F Thunderflash which has since been 
retired. 71766 was photographed at its Larisa base. 
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Opposite: The Greeks also operate fifty-six F-4Es from two 
bases. At Larisa, 337 Mira operates alongside the RF-4Es in 110 
Pterighe, whilst at Andravida 117 Pterighe comprises 338 and 
339 Mira. F-4E 01512 is photographed here in-flight prior to 
delivery (McDonnell-Douglas) 


Overleaf: A unique shot of four JG74 aircraft, all with different 
coloured fins to assist with identification during air combat 
training, The formation was photographed over Canada whilst on 
deployment to Goose Bay, where the Luftwaffe undertakes a 
considerable amount of low flying training. (Diethard Achterberg) 


Below: On the old camouflage scheme, the national insignia and 
aircraft number were painted very large, as illustrated on 37+24 
of JG74 ‘Molders’. (Diethard Achterberg) 
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Opposite: 302 Hikotai F-4EJ 57-8355 is carrying a target dart 
under the port wing. The dart is trailed on a wire behind the 
Phantom and is used as a target to be fired at by other fighters, 
hence the distinctive orange colour to avoid confusion with the 
towing aircraft 


Opposite below: Photographed at Tehran/Mehrabad is F-4D 
3-602, the second F-4D to be delivered to the Imperial Iranian 
Air Force. The Iranians received a total of 227 Phantoms before 
deliveries were discontinued after the revolution and the fall of 
the Shah. These include the F-4D, F-4E and RF-4E models. 
During the long war with Iraq the Islamic Republic of Iran Air 
Force has surprised observers by managing to keep a reason- 
able number of machines airworthy. (McDonnell-Douglas) 


Below: Israel has used the Phantom extensively in combat, and 
with considerable success. However due to strong censorship, 
details of units are not known, though at least six different 
squadron insignias have been observed on Israel Phantoms. A 
total of 204 F-4Es and twelve RF-4Es, including ex-USAF aircraft, 
are believed to have been taken on charge over the years. Israel 
Aircraft Industries promoted their ‘Super Phantom at the 1987 
Paris Air Show, which is where it was photographed. (M.A.P, 


Japanese Phantoms 
The Japanese Air Self Defence Force (JASDF) ordered Phantoms in 1968, and 


took delivery of 140 F-4EJs and fourteen RF-4EJs. The majority of these, E a 


including the last Phantom ever built, were built under licence by Mitsubishi. $ 
The JASDF currently has five Phantom units equipped with F-4EJs, these 
being 301, 302, 304, 305 and 306 Hikotai (Squadron), based at Nyutabaru, 
Naha, Tsuiki, Hyakuri and Komatsu respectively. 303 Hikotai at Komatsu is a 
former Phantom unit, but has since converted to F-15. The sole reconnais- 
sance squadron is 501 Hikotai with RF-4EJs at Hyakuri. 


Opposite: Japanese Phantoms have always been colourful, with 
distinctive, imaginative unit markings. 07-8428 is from 301 
Hikotai, and, if you look closely, the outline of a MiG-21 can be 
seen painted on the aircraft. (Toshiki Kudo) 


Overleaf. With high visibility blue bands wrapped around the 
fuselage, 97-8426 of 304 Hikotai rests on the ramp at Tsuiki. 
(Peter Foster) 


Below: Seen here visiting Hyakuri from its Komatsu base is 303 
Hikotai aircraft 57-8373, This unit now flies the F-15. (Toshiki Kudo) 


Opposite: A close-up shot of nose markings of an eagle's head on 
aircraft 27-8306 of 306 Hikotai 


Below: This Mitsubishi-built F-4EJ, 17-8440, was the last Phantom 
ever built, and was photographed in the markings of Komatsu- 
based 306 Hikotai. (Toshiki Kudo) 
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Overleaf: A pair of F-4Cs from 121 Escuadron in a tight bank over 
the Spanish countryside. (Diethard Achterberg) 


Opposite: Hyakuri based 501 Hikotai RF-4EJ 57-6909 ph 
graphed at Misawa in Northern Japan. All the unit's aircraft at 
time wore this attractive camouflage pattern, but in the 
couple of years have adopted trial low visibility schemes 
unit badge on the fin is the famous Walt Disney character ‘Wo 
Woodpecker’ 


Below: Another country paranoid about security is South Ko 
and details of Phantom units are very sketchy. Thirty-six F- 
were initially delivered in two batches, and are operated f 
Taegu by the 1 TFW, which is believed to comprise the 110 
151 TFS. Further ex-USAF aircraft have been delivered over 
past few years, and as many as seventy could now be 
strength. Thirty-seven new-build F-4Es were also delive: 
including the final Phantom to be built by McDonnell-Dou 
(78-744). They are understood to be operated by the 152 and 
TFS of the 17 TFW at Chong-Ju, and have been joined by 
ex-USAF machines. Illustrated here is F-4D 65-0786 landin 
Taegu. (Peter Foster) 


Spanish Phantoms 


Spanish experience vvith the Phantom began vvhen forty ex-USAF F-4Cs vvere 
delivered to Torrejon to equip 121 and 122 Escuadrons of Ala (VVing) 12. In 
addition, four RF-4Cs vvere taXen on strength to provide a recce capability. By 
mid-1989 the Phantoms of Ala 12 will have been withdrawn from use and 
replaced by the F-18 Hornet. 


Previous page: C12-33 '121-17' is an F-4C from 121 Escuadron, 
Ala 12. The aircraft has been zapped with a Luftwaffe wing patch 
on the port intake. (Author's collection). 


Overleaf: F-4E 70286 '1-286' is seen here at low level on recovery 
to Eskisehir. (Author's collection) 


Opposite: Two Spanish F-4Cs in loose formation with a Luftwaffe 
F-4F. (Diethard Achterberg) 


Below: Only eight RF-4Es equip 1183 Filo, one of whose aircraft, 
70310 'l-310', was photographed at its Eskisehir base. 


Spanish Phantoms 


Spanish experience With the Phantom began when forty ex-USAF F-4Cs were 
delivered to Torrejon to equip 121 and 122 Escuadrons of Ala (Wing) 12. In 
addition, four RF-4Cs were taken on strength to provide a recce capability. By 
mid-1989 the Phantoms of Ala 12 will have been withdrawn from use and 
replaced by the F-18 Hornet. 


Previous page: C12-33 '121-17' is an F-4C from 121 Escuadron, 
Ala 12. The aircraft has been zapped with a Luftwaffe wing patch 
on the port intake. (Authors collection). 


Overleaf: F-4E 70286 '1-286' is seen here at low level on recovery 
to Eskisehir. (Author's collection) 


Opposite: Two Spanish F-4Cs in loose formation with a Luftwaffe 
F-4F. (Diethard Achterberg) 


Below: Only eight RF-4Es equip 113 Filo, one of whose aircraft, 
70310 'l-310', was photographed at its Eskisehir base. 
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Turkish Phantoms 


The Turk Hava Kuvvetleri (Turkish Air Force) received seventy-two brand 
new F-4Es in two batches. These equip numbers 111 and 112 Filo (Squadron) 
at Eskisehir, and 171, 172 and 173 Filo at Erhac. In addition, eight RF-4E 
reconnaissance aircraft are operated by Eskisehirs 113 Filo. A further 
seventy-plus ex-USAF aircraft have been supplied over the past few years to 
top-up the fleet, and have replaced the ageing F-100 Super Sabres with 131 
and 132 Filo at Konya 


Opposite: F-4E 70285 1-285 emerges from its hardened shelter 
at Eskisehir for a training sortie. Derelict RF-84F Thunderflashes 
can be seen in the background 


Below: Plenty of smoke from burning rubber as the tyres of F-4E 
70301 'l-301' make contact with the runway on landing at 
Eskisehir 


Overleaf Homeward bound. An F-4] from 74 ‘Tiger’ Squadron 
with gear down on recovery to its Wattisham base. 


Opposite: F-4E 66-0373 '7-373' from Erhacs 7 Wing undergoing 
maintenance at the overhaul facility at Eskisehir. 


Below: The author in front of an Osan based F-4E he had just 
flown in. 
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